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Eclectic deaiﬁn by
Husna Rehman
in Bangalore

Inierviemwith
architect
Christopher

Benninger

ULTRA PLUSH HOMES
IN MUMBAI
by TT Architects
ond Talati and Panthaky

IN HYDERABAD
A dromatic home created by
Aamir and Homeeda Associotes

B ROSS THE SEVEN SEAS

dynomic architecture of
il Gholam in Lebanon

# ‘Debbie Paloo from the Philippines
5 thares her stylish home



Debbie has a quirky ancli‘L"‘ﬁ.rn
personality that finds |
expression in her fumiture. .
and lamps, which are dotted
all aver her home. Here, ]
8 narrow passageway s
put to maximum use as a

il library, weark space
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Philippine designe De

| ho creates furniture, accessories and lights, expresses her individuality
in her own home in Ceby

Jonic space thot reveals her love for using eco-friendly materials.
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The living room has a warm

and lived-in ambience. Debbie has
filled it with antiques and art collected
from all over the world and also the
lamps she has designed.

Her unconventional approach is
revealed in the balcony, where she
combines roftan, aboca and

ceramic with wrought-iron fo create a
stunning effect.
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ife provides the way,
I the so-called twists

and turns, so that one

finds his or her place

as it was meant to be.

For after all, life is an
adventure filled with lessons to
be learned and limits to be tried
and tested to achieve that centre,
that balance,” says Debbie, remi-
niscing about her foray into the
design world which was pre-
determined by destiny. Debbic
possesses an inborn talent for
drawing. At the age of 13, she
created the sets for a high school
play with a cast of 60 and one
would imagine that she would
have followed her heart and

enrolled for a design course. But
her lawyer father wanted her to
study law, and being a dutiful
daughter she did a business
course first and was going to then
try and get a law degree. Bur
marriage after college changed all
that. When her husband Gus
went into the furniture business,
Debbie took on the responsibility
of designing the furniture, and
that is when she truly came into
her own,

‘Designing a product and espe-
cially the furniture, took a great
toll on me; as | had to learn on
the job about the standards, the
ergonomics, and the construc-
tion. Tt was the most difficult
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three vears of my life. Whar got
me through was my discovery of
the many natural marerials we
have and what we can do with
them and of course, the excite-
ment of oavelling, of seeing many
different arts and cultures and
then finally, finding myself and
our own culture and crafts whose
roots are  actually fused with the
rest of the Asian cultures,”
Debbie’s  firm, Design
Ventures, has always been a step
ahead as she has created a line
with ceramic and mosaic pat-
terned tables, followed by a col-
lection with bamboo inlays,
another line using mixed media
where wood and iron chairs have



her signature |1m — COramis

Debbie, has heen worl
tan and abaca mixed with copper

Debbie's lamp
ococupies
oentre-stage In
her functional ye
. pretty kitchen.
The ceramic tileg
on the breakfast| .
table belangs to 71
an earlier il
cul!ectinn of

all time

shaped like

ourd and covered with copper
i ml bar

ing conjure
one reall

Debbie and
Gius Paltao's
home in Cebu
reveals her |
talent at mixing
textures and |
colours. The
Palaos jest that
their home is'a’
showroom for
their furniture
and lighting
collection !
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The muld-level house balances
Debbic’s unconventional designs
with a collection of antiques and
mementoes from her foreign
vacations, The living room has
contempaorary sofas and chairs,
elongated lamps, a copper wire-
framed sofa, and her *Ali Baba
stools’, whose scats are protru
sions of excess bamboo, The
room is enclosed by a low ceiling,
which lends it a snug fecling. A
wall mirror with a gold-leaf treat-
ment, which Debbie learnt in
South Africa, enlarges the space
and bounces the light around.
‘Taking her Ali Baba theme a step
further, a display wall turns out
ta be a revolving door to the
couple’s bedroom!

The house has an open space

The king-sized p!
_bed-parodies tkg
Four-poster by using

only two posts that start
from the floor and end

on the ceiling.

plan and one can see the kitchen
with its ceramic tile motifs from
an earlicr collection of Design
Ventures, while the dining area
taces the lush terrace. The dining
table has split bamboo inlays with
argvle patterns, and the wooden
chairs have rope backing with
abaca waffle and woven ratran
scats. Omne chair, characteriste of
Debbie’s quirkiness, has two
sloping legs at the back, which
confrast with the two straight
leps in front.

The staircase is designed to
make a statement — with no rails to
distract the eye, a giant ceramic-
framed mirror to emphasise the
height, and an entertainment
centre and display arca below the
stairs tor utilise the dead space,
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The balcony sports an industrial
look with furniture made from
surplus construction materials
such as plastic tubing and leather.
Debbie has converted the base
ment into a study for her and dt's
where she can put up her feet at
the end of the day and enjov the
greenery outside.

The ambient lighting in the
house gives it an ethereal feel,
‘We didn’t want lights from the
ceiling — they are too antiseptic
and cold,’ says Gus, who has been
a pillar of strength to Debbie on
their roller-coaster journey. Their
home makes a definite impression
with its bold play with colours,
textures and styles, and is an
expression of her own unique,
imaginative personality. [
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